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Happy New Year

Hello 2009! Ready or not 2009 is here. | hate beginning
the New Year by apologizing but I must because you have
not received a FOP Lodge #9 Newsletter since November.
That does not mean we have not been busy because we
have, it just means | have not sat down to write this article
and for that I apologize. Good communication is essential
for our organization and | need to do better, and will. Now
let me try to catch you up.

Membership Information

Every member received in the their membership packet
several things, lets talk a little about what you found in the
envelope.

e Your 2009 membership card. This card has your
membership number; you may need this number for
any number of reasons. If you ever apply for legal
defense you will need this number for the
application. If you would like to access the Grand
Lodge website (fop.net) you need the number in
order to get to the members only section.

e Legal Defense Contact numbers — This is the
numbers you or co-workers will need if you need
an attorney in a critical incident situation. You
don’t want to have to
others need an attorney. We made the card small
so it would fit easily in your wallet. Please, if you
need an attorney call the numbers listed until you
have talked to one us. The names listed on your
card are all officers in the FOP and want to help.
Don’t | eave messages
you reach one of us in person. We will get you an
attorney as soon as we get the call. If you have
misplaced your legal defense contact card call or
stop by the lodge and get another one.
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On Saturday, December 20, 2008 members of

FOP Lodge #9 hel d
with a Cop” at the
City Blvd. At this years event 89 needy kids
from our community will be enjoying Christmas
gifts they would not have received without
assistance from FOP Lodge #9. Board member
Ben Pepitone has organized these events for past
several years and does a great job with it.
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(The following photos were taken by Frank J.
Williams, thank you!)

e Active Member stickers —We put a couple of small
active member window decals in your packet, you
may not want one but a family member might.

o Raffle tickets for Glock Model 27 - We " r e ¢
every member to purchase five tickets for a Glock
pistol we’'re giving av
The tickets are $20 for the five in your packet.

Please help us to keep our programs going by
purchasing the tickets.

Take Home Cars at CMPD

There has been a lot of talk around CMPD over the past
month concerning take home cars for patrol officers. Many
detectives have been advised they will not have take home
cars in the near future. Most think Chief Monroe is working
on a take home car plan f
If you have an opinion on the plan and feel like the FOP

can help please come to the membership meeting and let us
know how you feel.

Political Endorsements

| realize its only January but we need to look toward the fall
elections. The races for Charlotte Mayor and city council
should be wide open. Mayor Pat McCrory has announced
he will not run again, this will leave an opportunity for
others. Several others have expressed interest in city
council seats. We need to carefully consider which
candidate would best serve not only our community but the
men and women in the police department. If you are a
member working in one of the other six cities in the
Mecklenburg County and are interested in the FOP
endorsing in races in your area call the lodge and let us
know, we’ ||l be glad to
your request. The great thing about endorsements is they
come out under the name of the FOP, not an individual
of ficer. We ' | | be gl ad t
interested in serving on our Endorsement Screening
Committee please give us a call.
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Christmas AShop with a Co
On Saturday, December 20, 2008 members of FOP Lodge
#9 hel d their annual Chr i
Target Store on University City Blvd. At this years event

89 needy kids from our community will be enjoying
Christmas gifts they would not have received without
assistance from FOP Lodge #9. Board member Ben
Pepitone has organized these events for past several years
and does a great job with it.

New Purchase for the Lodge




The membership voted at the December meeting to

purchase a new television for the lodge. A committee was
appointed to investigate
Flat Screen HD television. The committee has promised to
have the new TV installed before the Super Bowl. Many
members have been enjoying the NFL season at the lodge
on Sunday’ s opemtldough the end oflthé b
season soOoO come on out wat
have big party on Super Bowl Sunday with great food and a
lot of giveaways.

FOP Lodge #9 Web Site

We continue to update our local lodge web site so please
take a look and let us know what you think. Visit us at
ncfoplodge9.org.The Lodge will be open for all Panther
games on Sundays.

e The FOP annual $10 Grand Giveaway (formally
known as the Truck Raffle) is scheduled for
Saturday, May 30™ 2009 same location as last year,
the Oasis Temple, University City area.

Upcoming North Carolina FOP events:

2009 Spring State Board Wilmington
Date to be determined
S 2009 Fall State Board Winston-Salem
Date to be determined
August 2009 Long Beach, CA

e Hendricks Honda is offering to pay $400.00 to the
State Lodge for any member that purchases a
vehicle on line through the link on the State website.
The State Lodge agreed to keep $200.00 and give
$100.00 to the local lodge and $100.00 to the
member. http://www.ncfop.org/

e The Lodge will hold a handgun raffle for members.
Tickets are available at any membership meeting
and at the bar at the Lodge. Five (5) tickets and a
return self addressed envelope will be mailed to
each member with their 2009 membership card in
December 2008. Each member is asked to support
the Lodge by purchasing the tickets and mailing a
check for the five tickets. The drawing will be at
the March 2009 membership meeting. The tickets
will be $5.00 each and 5 tickets for $20.00. The
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raffle will be available to all Lodge # 9 members
and other FOP members. The winner must be able
to obtain a gun permit.

The newsletter is produced each month. All articles should
be e-mailed to ronniestinson@att.net Note that thisis a
new address for Ronnie Stinson, Lodge Secretary.

Become involved: Join a
committee!

We continue to work on placing people willing to work on
the various committees which are listed below:

U FOP Lodge 9 Club (Chair Skiddie Hurd,
Larry Walker and Don Penix) This committee
is responsible for the bar and acts as mediator
for the Club and the Board of Directors.

u Political Endorsement This committee will
examine the political environment in
Mecklenburg County as well as all of the
cities and towns in the county. Information
gathered through this committee will be used
by the membership to endorse candidates that
will best represent law enforcement in our
county.

U Recruiting This committee will be asked
to coordinate the recruiting efforts of Lodge
#9. The more members we recruit, the more
power we have as a group. The more
representatives we have in the county, the
more effective and beneficial our discussions
are with those who are listening.

u Lake The lake property is important to the
membership, especially those that use the
property. This committee acts as overseer of
the lake property and deals with issues such
as concerns of misuse. (If anyone has a riding
lawnmower that they would like to donate to
the Lodge for use at the lake, please contact
the lodge.)

U Awards For too long our members have
not been recognized for outstanding work.
This committee will examine ways to
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recognize officers for outstanding work.

u Fund-raising (Chair Ken Clark) This
committee will examine ways that the Lodge
raises money and recommend other projects.

u Newsletter (John DeCatsye, Ronnie
Stinson and Randy Hagler) Communicating
and keeping the members of the FOP Lodge
informed is critical; please consider serving
on this most important committee.

U Merchandise (Buster Tanner, Meba
Thompson) FOP Lodge #9 attempts to keep
merchandise available to the membership for
purchase.

U Community Affairs This committee will
examine our work in the community. How
are we giving back to the community?

a $10,000 Grand Giveaway (Chair Andy
Martin) This event is our biggest fundraiser
of the year. Help plan this event.

Please consider serving one of these committees,
you can make a differe nce.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

BLUE LIGHT LOUNGE at the FOP

e Open 5:00 PM Tuesday — Friday

e Effectivenow—-Kat ' s Karaoke e
at the Lodge from 9:00 1:00. We have had a lot of
fun. Come and join us.

Free Pool on Tuesdays — Drink Specials every night
Rentthelodge!!l t ' s avail abl e
Excellent facility! Great rates!

Graduation Parties, Weddings, Birthdays

Contact: Tina Parker, Blue Light Lounge Manager
@ 704-376-3838

AUXILIARY#9




o FOPA meets the 2" Tuesday of each month.
e Membership dues are $35.00 per year.

e The newly elected Charlotte Mecklenburg Lodge #9
FOP-Auxiliary Board was installed at the August
meeting by Vice-President Skiddie Hurd.
Congratulations to all the officers elected:

President — Jackie Stinson
Vice-President — Ann Haynes

2" Vice- President Sylvia Whitt
Secretary- Carolyn Williams
Treasurer- Candy Spoor
Chaplin- Beverly Driggers
Sgt-Arms- Etta Johnson
Trustee- Melody Joyce
Alternative Trustee Sylvia Smith

Questions about the FOPA may be directed to Jackie
Stinson, JSTINSTAR@BELLSOUTH.NET 704-724-
7752 or 704-263-2016

SICK AND DISTRESSED

Our prayers and deepest condolences for out
members & families that have lost loved ones

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Stanly County Community College
http://www.stanly.edu/cjc

Criminal Justice A&S
ENTIRELY ONLINE!

Stanly Community College was the first community college
i n NC to offer its entiye
online. Contact former CMPD Sergeant Kim Hammett, at
(704) 991-0164 or at khammett8505@stanly.edu for more
information.

Further your career! Increase your pay! Chtoday!

Central Piedmont Community College

http://www.cpccsafetytraining.com/

CPCC is offering many of the criminal justice and OSHA
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mandated classes for law enforcement on-line. To register

for these classes, or to learn more about taking these classes
on-line, please go to http://www.cpccsafetytraining.com/ .
You can access information about the courses by clicking

on the registration link. CPCC will be offering these courses
each semesterin2007. To f i nd out abo!
enforcement in-service classes, e-mail Doug Norwood at
Douglas.norwood@cpcc.edu

STATE LODGE NEWS
http://www.ncfop.org/

e The State office is located at 1500 Walnut Street
Cary, NC 27511 The phone number is: 919-461-
4939 (Office) and 800-628-8062 Fax number is:
919-461-4958

GRAND LODGE
http://www.fop.net/

e The National Lodge has contracts with the
following companies that should provide cost
savings to our members while raising money for the
FOP:

Auvis Car Rental

Enterprise Car Rental

FOP Prescription Drug Program

Caliber Press Discounts for Street Survival Seminar
FOP-RHS Retirement Health Savings Program
John Hancock Long Term Care Program

All of these programs are now in existence and information
can be obtained by logging on the Grand Lodge Web Page
http://www.fop.net/

MERCHANDISE

¢ National FOP merchandise is available at the
Lodge.

e Merchandise is on order for the Lodge. The
committee is asking women for sizes so that they
can order items for them and have some of the most
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poplar sizes for the show cases. Contact the Lodge.
Thank you for your support.

FOP Auxiliary has a wide variety of merchandise
also on display.

Blue Line Merchandise is now available at the
Lodge.




