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April 30, 2021 

 

Braxton Winston, Councilman 

City of Charlotte, North Carolina 

600 East 4th Street 

Charlotte, NC  28202 

 

RE: Police Reform, Disarming CMPD  

 

Councilman Winston, 

 

In response to your idea to disarm CMPD officers, we ask what is your exact plan? Violence 

plagues Charlotte daily, but none of that violence is the result of actions taken by officers. 

Charlotte is seeing record homicides and families destroyed by gun violence. You are more 

likely to be victimized in Charlotte by someone who is not an officer.  With this violence, your 

solution is to disarm cops?   Politicians embellish and sensationalize a small percentage of 

wrongdoing by police nationwide yet provide few substantial solutions. Let’s work together and 

change that mentality while working on stopping the true offenders in Charlotte.  

 

In response to this section of a recent FOX46 article:  

 

FOX 46 asked councilman Braxton Winston whether or not he thinks police officers should carry 

weapons. He didn’t answer yes or no.  

 

However, when asking if police should respond to a violent 911 call without guns. He referenced 

multiple SWAT situations where they talked through it, to resolve the conflict with words, rather 

than force.  

 

“So, I think if you look right now, most of those, those potentially violent situations already right 

now, resolve using interpersonal skills, as in talking and being present.” [1]  
 

Most hostile situations are resolved without the need to use a firearm. Your own words prove 

that officers are not blood-thirsty and entirely contradict your statement that municipal 

governments are in the business of killing people [2]. Officers are highly trained professionals, 

masters of conflict resolution, and only resort to using their firearm as a last resort.  

 

Suggestions have been made nationwide asking officers to fire warning shots; this creates so 

much danger that it is not a logical solution.  This practice is not authorized at CMPD for a 

reason.  If a warning shot ricochets and kills an innocent bystander, what will you say then?  

Disarming police is yet another unsound answer.      

  

Your rhetoric is dangerous and serves to further disenfranchise the community from law 

enforcement. We will agree with you that we do need to find other resources where cops aren’t 

the solution to every problem. The sad reality is we are the current solution that engages the  

 

https://www.fox46.com/news/local-news/charlotte-city-councilman-advocates-for-gun-free-cmpd/?fbclid=IwAR072IKbUm0N0PQe2DQ_u61O0shIoQ4sh3_5ZwzhREiXHMfxN8wgoSUTVvU
https://www.fox46.com/news/local-news/charlotte-city-councilman-advocates-for-gun-free-cmpd/?fbclid=IwAR072IKbUm0N0PQe2DQ_u61O0shIoQ4sh3_5ZwzhREiXHMfxN8wgoSUTVvU
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/opinion/op-ed/article228528694.html
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most with the public. Officers want to make their communities safer, so mothers don’t have to 

bury their children because of gun violence or see their 15- year-old son incarcerated for murder.  

 

We extend an invitation to sit down with you and have an open discussion on productive reform. 

We support a joint effort with you and the rest of the City Council members. Furthermore, we 

expect to hear from you if a change is truly on your agenda. 

 

I ask that you share this with your fellow council members and work with us to make Charlotte 

safer for all.   

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
Daniel Redford 

Vice President, NC FOP Lodge #9 
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Reply, 5/3/2021: 

 

 


